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Agenda

 Introductions

 Partners in the project

 Talk with Me Toolkits (TMTs)

o What we did

o Objectives

o Format

o Introduction of two TMTs

 Using the TMTs in adult education

 Using TMTs for parent-child interactions

 Next time….

First Literacy Professional Development Workshop



Introduce yourself….

Please write your name, 

organization, and title in the chat

First Literacy Professional Development Workshop



Please complete the poll

First Literacy Professional Development Workshop

1. Does your adult education program work in ways to support parents

❑ Yes

❑ No

❑ No, but I would like to learn more

2. Check all the types of programs that you work in.

❑ Adult education

❑ Family literacy

❑ Family engagement programs

❑ Parent education in a school

❑ Library programs

❑ Other parent involvement program

❑ None of the above

3. Does your program serve English Language Learners?

❑ Yes

❑ No



First Literacy Professional Development Workshop

This project was made possible in 

part by a grant from the 

Institute of Museum and Library Services

Project Team



First Literacy Professional Development Workshop

 A national program established by the Middle 

Country Public Library (MCPL) in Centereach, NY 

in 1997.

 A library initiative for early childhood 

information, parent education, early literacy, 

socialization, and family support. 

Family Place Libraries (FPL)



First Literacy Professional Development Workshop

 Smithsonian Institution is the largest museum system in 

the world with 21 museums and multiple research 

centers.

 The Office of Educational Technology connects educators 

and educational communities to the Smithsonian’s 

ecosystem of digital educational resources.

o Smithsonian Learning Lab - interactive digital 

platform where users discover, create, and share 

resources and collections of content with over 6 

million resources.

Smithsonian Office of 

Educational Technology (OET)



First Literacy Professional Development Workshop

Goodling Institute for 

Research in Family Literacy

Family 
Literacy

Research

Family Pathways 
Program

Policy 
Advocacy

Professional 
Development

https://ed.psu.edu/research-grants/centers-institutes/goodling-institute

https://ed.psu.edu/research-grants/centers-institutes/goodling-institute

https://ed.psu.edu/goodling-institute


First Literacy Professional Development Workshop

 Adapted and evaluated Smithsonian OET’s free, online 

Talk with Me Toolkits for library engagement and family 

literacy efforts

o Implemented 2 cohorts in 6-week consecutive 

sessions in 4 libraries:  New York, Ohio, 

Pennsylvania, Texas

o Learned what caregivers liked and did not like

o Received input from librarians about how to use 

TMTs

o Revised TMTs between cohort 1 and cohort 2 and 

after cohort 2 based on evaluation activities

IMLS Grant – What We Did 



First Literacy Professional Development Workshop

 To foster and strengthen discussion 

between caregivers and children to 

promote children’s language and 

literacy development. 

 To introduce caregivers and children to 

an array of artifacts from the 

Smithsonian that includes captivating 

videos, real-world photographs, 

intriguing paintings, and other 

artworks.

Talk with Me Toolkit Objectives



First Literacy Professional Development Workshop

 Title page

 How to use the TMT – information about icons and how to proceed 

through the TMT

 Look or watch - high quality artifacts, photos, and videos with 

vocabulary and question prompts

 Play – activities that include instructions and a list of supplies 

related to the activities

 Read together – 3 books related to the topic with question 

prompts

 Additional activities and books – related to the TMT topic to 

promote further reading and conversation about the topic

Talk with Me Toolkit Format



First Literacy Professional Development Workshop

 Air and Space: Can it Fly?

 Art: Colors, Shapes, Lines

 Art: Light & Shadow

 Me and My World: My Neighborhood

 Music: Animal Tracks

 Nature: Who Lives in the Soil?

TMTs can be found at:
https://learninglab.si.edu/org/talk-with-me-toolkits

https://learninglab.si.edu/org/talk-with-me-toolkits


https://learninglab.si.edu/collections/nature-

who-lives-in-the-soil/0xeEBKIFi3S59ANH  

https://learninglab.si.edu/collections/nature-who-lives-in-the-soil/0xeEBKIFi3S59ANH
https://learninglab.si.edu/collections/nature-who-lives-in-the-soil/0xeEBKIFi3S59ANH


 
 

https://learninglab.si.edu/collections/art-

light-shadow/5evHENYkai7xS9T6  

https://learninglab.si.edu/collections/art-light-shadow/5evHENYkai7xS9T6
https://learninglab.si.edu/collections/art-light-shadow/5evHENYkai7xS9T6


 
 

Art: Light & Shadow

First Literacy Professional Development Workshop



 

https://youtu.be/YuUJCNzfoBw

Art: Light & Shadow 

First Literacy Professional Development Workshop

https://youtu.be/YuUJCNzfoBw


 

Art: Light & Shadow

First Literacy Professional Development Workshop



 

Art: Light & Shadow

First Literacy Professional Development Workshop



 

Art: Light & Shadow

First Literacy Professional Development Workshop



First Literacy Professional Development Workshop

 Questions on slides/conversations

o I could see things to ask her that maybe I wouldn't have thought of 

myself. And what surprised me more was that she would've an answer.

o Then he would come up with other questions as I was following up 

with other questions, so we were bouncing off each other.

 Learning new vocabulary

o I do think it helped with some of the vocabulary that I wouldn't have 

thought to teach him what that means.

o I thought the vocabulary was an incredibly great addition to things, 

lots of conversation about those words.

 Caregivers learned new topics that interested their children

o The black and white photo. I didn't know he would be so interested in 

that kind of stuff. So that helped me bring up a new topic.

Benefits of TMTs to Caregivers



First Literacy Professional Development Workshop

 Great resource to use with your ESL population to help 

with talking, learning new vocabulary, etc.

 Strategies for using the Toolkit

o Develop lesson plans based on TMT topics (e.g., 

learning about soil)

o Print out the TMT questions and vocabulary to learn 

and review together (and to help with their 

interactions with their kids)

o Explore how the website and TMT format work to 

support comfort with digital literacy

Using the Toolkit in Adult Education



First Literacy Professional Development Workshop

 Great resource – to bring kids in or as a take-home

 Strategies in AE to help with interactions

o Provide examples of how the questions and prompts 

are meant as a springboard for deeper conversations

o Read the book with the caregivers to model 

interactive reading (asking questions, talking about 

the book)

o Talk about the activities they can do together

o Encourage reading the books after going through the 

TMT to encourage further learning

Using the Toolkit for 

Parent-Child Interactions



Lesson plan example

First Literacy Professional Development Workshop

Adult Education Parent Education Interactive Literacy Activity

 Find an article about light 

and shadow (e.g., 
https://www.amnh.org/exhibiti

ons/einstein/light/revolution-

light)

 Warm up activity – Do you 

know about Albert Einstein?

 Pick out vocabulary words 

and discuss

 Teach a reading skill

 Read the article

 Discuss that children’s 

vocabulary development is 

an important reading skill

 Discuss the importance of 

questioning while reading 

(e.g., use of dialogic reading 

strategies)

 Practice asking questions 

while reading a book

 Introduce the TMT (digital 

learning)

 Introduce the TMT and how 

to navigate the slides

 Emphasize the slides with 

questions and vocabulary 

words

 Engage with the TMT

https://www.amnh.org/exhibitions/einstein/light/revolution-light
https://www.amnh.org/exhibitions/einstein/light/revolution-light
https://www.amnh.org/exhibitions/einstein/light/revolution-light


First Literacy Professional Development Workshop

 Take time to look at the other TMTs 

https://learninglab.si.edu/org/talk-with-me-toolkits

 Pick one TMT and generate ideas and activities to use 

it with the population you work with in your adult 

education or family literacy class

 Bring your ideas to next meeting to share

 We will build a lesson together using your ideas

For next time:

https://learninglab.si.edu/org/talk-with-me-toolkits


Part II 
The Smithsonian Institution’s 

Talk with Me Toolkits: Digital resources for 

parents in adult education programs

March 21, 1:00 to 2:30

First Literacy Professional Development Workshop

 Is there anything you want us to focus on at our 

next session that we did not talk about today? 

 Please put your ideas in the chat.



Contact Information

Carol Clymer – cdc22@psu.edu

Beth McLean – elg6@psu.edu

First Literacy Professional Development Workshop



Thank you!

Learn more about upcoming First Literacy Professional Development Workshops at 

www.firstliteracy.org/professional-development-workshops/

Follow First Literacy on Facebook | LinkedIn | X | Instagram 

We want your feedback. Please be sure to 

complete the evaluation.

https://firstliteracy.org/professional-development-workshops/
https://www.facebook.com/firstliteracy
https://www.linkedin.com/company/first-literacy/
https://twitter.com/firstliteracy
https://www.instagram.com/firstliteracy/
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