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What grammar points are 
hard to teach? 
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The adult brain

Adults learn differently

Grass analogy
You have to walk on the grass a lot to make a pathway1

Attitude towards school
Embarrassed students drop out

3

Fossilization 
Old habits are hard to change, both theoretically and in practice2



Are you comfortable?

● What is your 

strategy? 

● What can we do to 

make students more 

comfortable?

● Be in a good mood

● Make a mistake

● Model bouncing back 

● Play a game

Build a community of learners
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ABE is survival English

● No poetry

● Use cognates

● Talk about food

● Choose ONE answer 

and stick to it 

● Bas
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Let’s do a little comparative 

linguistics dive
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What is L1 

interference? 
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precedes nounprecedes noun 
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Chinese

Literal Chinese: 我饿了。

(Wǒ è le.) 

"I hungry already."

Literal Chinese: 她喜欢读书。

(Tā xǐhuān dú shū.) 

"She likes read books."

● English: I am hungry. ● English: She likes to read books.

Literal Chinese: 他们在踢足球。

(Tāmen zài tī zúqiú.) 

"They at kick soccer."
Literal Chinese: 你能帮助我吗？

(Nǐ néng bāngzhù wǒ ma?) 

You can help me?"

● English: They are playing soccer.

● English: Can you help me?

Literal Chinese: 现在几点？

(Xiànzài jǐ diǎn?) 

"Now what hour?"

● English: What time is it?
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Chinese

Literal Chinese: 我想回家。

(Wǒ xiǎng huí jiā.) 

"I want return home.”

Literal Chinese: 他是好朋友。

(Tā shì hǎo péngyǒu.) 

"He is good friend."

● English: I want to go home. ● English: He is good friend.

Literal Chinese: 外面在下雨。

(Wàimiàn zài xià yǔ.) 

"Outside is raining."

Literal Chinese: 我需要一些水。

(Wǒ xūyào yīxiē shuǐ.) 

"I need some water."

● English: It is raining outside. ● English: I need some water.

Literal Chinese: 我们去商店。

(Wǒmen qù shāngdiàn.) 

"We go store.”

● English: We are going to the store.
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Arabic

Literal Arabic: متعبأنا . 

(Ana muta'ab.) 

"I tired."

Literal Arabic: مساعدتي؟يمكنكهل

(Hal yumkinuka musaadati?) 

"Can you help me?"

● English: I am tired. ● English: Can you help me?

Literal Arabic: المطعم؟أين

(Ayna al-mat'am?) 

"Where restaurant?”

Literal Arabic: الساعة؟كم

(Kam as-saa'a?) 

"How many the hour?"

● English: Where is the restaurant? ● English: What time is it?

Literal Arabic: المكانهذاأحبأنا . 

(Ana uhibbu hadha al-makan.)

"I love this place."

● English: I love this place.
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Arabic

Literal Arabic: جدا ًحاراليوم .

(Al-yawm haar jiddan.) 

"Today hot very.

Literal Arabic: الإنجليزية؟تتحدثهل

(Hal tatahadath al-ingliziyya?) 

"Do you speak the English?"

● English: It is very hot today. ● English: Do you speak English?

Literal Arabic: الماءبعضإلىأحتاج .  

(Ahtaj ila ba'd al-ma'a.) 

"I need to some water."

Literal Arabic: ضائعأنا . 

(Ana da'i'a.) 

"I lost."

● English: I need some water. ● English: I am lost.

Literal Arabic: لحظةانتظر،فضلكمن

(Min fadlik, intazir lahza.) 

"Please, wait moment."

● English: Please, wait a moment.
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I taught it

Did they learn it? 
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Will or Going to?

Spontaneous decisions: I'll have another 
cup of coffee. 

Predictions I think It will rain tomorrow.

Intentions, promises  I will finish my project 
by Friday. 

Threats or promises: I will never forget this! 

Ask or offer help: Will you help me?
I’ll help you

Going to:

Already planned:
I’m going to Italy next summer

I’m going home after class

I’m going to tell you!

Will:
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❖ There are 3 groups

➢ Present ONE at a time 

➢ Only show cards that follow that one rule

Teach Past tense regular verbs with 
picture card
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Voiced Past Tense Regular Verbs

Play Call Turn Carry

Snow Rain
Cry

First Literacy Professional Development Workshop



Voiceless Past Tense Regular Verbs

Finish Talk
Work

Push

Stop Erase
Watch
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Past Questions
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Blocks to hold place
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Game to engage all:

➔ Each student brings in a small 
object

➔ Put objects in a box, but don’t let 
other students see the object

➔ Teacher: write down WHO is putting 
each object in the box

➔ Call 3 students to sit in front

➔ Play:  “This is mine”
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A4ESL.org

Excellent websites

Kahoot! YouGlish
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http://a4esl.org/
https://kahoot.com/
https://youglish.com/


IN    AT     ON

Boat. Ship? ON

Rowboat? IN

Train: ON

Plane: ON

Bus: ON

Car: IN

Taxi: IN

Uber: IN

➢ If you can stand up, it’s ON

➢ If you can’t stand up, it’s IN

Examples:
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It’s time for the 

elephant in the 

room:

Present 

Perfect
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Start by giving useful examples only.
No rules

❖ How long have you lived here?

❖ How long have you studied here?

❖ How long have you worked at the company?
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Been / Gone

➢ He has gone = he is still there

➢ He has been = he went and 
came back
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Repeated Past Action

I have bought a Christmas tree here 3 times. 

I have called my mother every day for a year.

She has brought her own bags to the grocery
store 6 times.
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Next: Ever

➢ Have you ever lost money in the street?

➢ Have you ever found money in the street?
➢ Have you ever been to NYC?
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Next: Never

➢ I’ve never ridden a horse.

➢ I’ve never been to China.

➢ She’s never worked on a farm.
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Thank you!

Learn more about upcoming First Literacy Professional Development Workshops at 

www.firstliteracy.org/professional-development-workshops/

Follow First Literacy on Facebook | LinkedIn | X | Instagram

Debbie Centamore

IG: @englishwithdebbie

https://firstliteracy.org/professional-development-workshops/
https://www.facebook.com/firstliteracy
https://www.linkedin.com/company/first-literacy/
https://www.instagram.com/firstliteracy/
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