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Agenda

• Welcome/Introductions – 5 mins

• Standards – 5 mins

• What’s special about teaching w/ TCA? – 10 mins

• Field Trip! Pandemic Haircut Google slides – 20 mins.

• Our new Call for Articles – 15 mins

• Small Group! + report back – 20 mins

• Wrap up/Questions/Comments – 5 mins



Writing Standards summed up in four clusters

1. Write arguments, informational/explanatory texts, and 
narratives. Stress complexity, reasoning, evidence, 
and details.

2. Be clear (grammatical) and organized. Know your 
audience. Speak clearly to them. Plan; revise. Use 
technology and the Internet to produce and publish 
writing and to collaborate and interact.

3. Research. Use various print and digital sources. 
Assess credibility of those sources. 
DO NOT plagiarize.

4. Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter 
time frames for range of tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. 

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/in-the-classroom/ccr/

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/in-the-classroom/ccr/


Why teach writing w/ The Change Agent?



p. 19, Level 4

PDF



Online text with option 

to “Leave a Reply”



Audio

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/issues/issue-51-

september-2020-pandemic/audio-pandemic-

haircut/

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/issues/issue-51-september-2020-pandemic/audio-pandemic-haircut/


Google slides

https://changeagent.

nelrc.org/in-the-

classroom/lesson-

packets/#packet25

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/in-the-classroom/lesson-packets/


My Summary

• Offers diverse themes that are relevant to adult learners 

(and written by adult learners)

• Provides opportunity to write for an authentic audience of 

peers. See the new Call for Articles published every 

February and August.

• Includes pre- and post-activities that help teach writing

• Provides models of writing that students can study and 

replicate – and be inspired by!

• Is remote-friendly – available in PDF, audio, and Google 

slides



https://changeagent.nelrc.org/in-the-classroom/lesson-

packets/#packet25

Field Trip
Visit the Pandemic Haircut Google slides

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/in-the-classroom/lesson-packets/


Short tour. Key links:

• Home page: https://changeagent.nelrc.org/

• Current and all back issues: 
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/issues/

• In the classroom: https://changeagent.nelrc.org/in-the-
classroom/
❑ Beginner packets: https://changeagent.nelrc.org/for-beginners/

❑ Lesson packets (including google slide versions) 
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/in-the-classroom/lesson-packets/

❑ Global index, sortable by LEVEL: https://changeagent.nelrc.org/in-
the-classroom/reading-levels/

❑ Call for Articles: https://changeagent.nelrc.org/write-for-us/

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/issues/
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/in-the-classroom/
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/for-beginners/
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/in-the-classroom/lesson-packets/
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/in-the-classroom/reading-levels/
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/write-for-us/


To access The Change Agent

1. If you are in non-DESE-funded program, go to 

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/ and click on the “Subscribe” tab. 

The cost is $30 per teacher per year. There are also A LOT of 

FREE materials, including all the lesson packets and currently, 

the “Talking about Race” issue.

2. If you are in a DESE-funded program, go to 

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/nelrc-member-states/.

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/nelrc-member-states/


https://changeagent.nelrc.org/write-for-us/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N1E6L

uTZjgk&feature=youtu.be

A 7-minute video made by a 

teacher, coaching her students on 

how to read the Call for Articles.

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/write-for-us/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N1E6LuTZjgk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N1E6LuTZjgk&feature=youtu.be


Strategies to get started writing:

Respond to a text: Read and respond to a piece of 

writing. Notice both the substance of the piece and the 

writing technique. What works? What doesn’t?

Informal conversation: Talk it over first – to get your ideas 

out. Ask someone to help you by taking notes as you talk.

Interview: Work with a partner and interview each other. 

When you are listening, don’t add your own opinions. Try to 

reflect back what you hear and ask for more.



Tutor Ready Writing Video here: 
https://www.literacyworks.org/tutor-ready-writing

Pre-Writing Strategies:

• Responding to a text

• Conversation

• T Charts

• Spelling banks

https://www.literacyworks.org/tutor-ready-writing


Here’s a sample 

text student could 

respond to. (There 

are more in the 

Pandemic issue of 

The Change 

Agent.)



1. Share (via google slides or some other presentation) 

a skill learned during the pandemic.

2. Ask students to respond to a text about working 

during the pandemic to get them thinking about 

their own experiences with work during the 

pandemic.

3. Share the Call for Articles with students.

Small groups
Discuss these strategies for getting your 

students writing…



Some key things to remember about

The Change Agent

• The magazine is 90% student writing

• A new “Call for Articles” is published every February 

(deadline early May) and August (deadline early 

November). Writers receive a $50 gift card.

• A new issue is published every March and September.

• On our website, you can find online audio, lesson 

packets, beginner packets, grids that show how content 

is aligned to standards, free webinars for how to teach 

using each issue, and more.

• If you want a short refresher, watch the 2-minute video 

tour we have on our top page.



Reminder!

1. If you are in non-DESE-funded program, go to 

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/ and click on the “Subscribe” tab. 

The cost is $30 per teacher per year. There are also A LOT of 

FREE materials, including all the lesson packets and currently, 

the “Talking about Race” issue.

2. If you are in a DESE-funded program, go to 

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/nelrc-member-states/.

Contact me at cpeters@worlded.org

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/nelrc-member-states/
mailto:cpeters@worlded.org

