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APPENDIX A

SAMPLE LESSON PLAN UNIT

These materials were provided by the Charlestown Adult Learning Center in Charlestown
(Boston), Massachusetts. In pre-ASE classes, students engage in Tier One tasks, as illustrated
by the lesson plan unit provided in here. Staff decided to have all ABE classes focus on a
particular theme, in this case the US Constitution and Ilts Amendments.

Staff planned this Tier One unit to cover as many of the Essential Competencies as possible.
Each lesson plan covers one week of three classes. This unit was piloted, very successfully, with
a Student Achievement in Reading (STAR) class, so readers will note that some of the activities
are STAR recommended instructional approaches.

The Charlestown Staff invite questions and comments:

BHA/Charlestown Adult Education

76 Monument St.

Charlestown, MA 02129
617-635-5221

Lori D'Alleva c/o cccae@comcast.net
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UNIT: THE U.S. CONSTITUTION AND BILL OF RIGHTS

WEEK ONE

Learning Objectives: Students will be able to...
e write a 3-5 sentence paragraph with accurate beginning/ending punctuation
o read the Bill of Rights written at grade-level with 75% accurate prosody (small groups)
e [fearn fo decode five new multisyllabic vocabulary words for accuracy (whole class)

Unit Key Vocabulary

Constitution
amend/Amendment

Unit Materials

e Level-appropriate, teacher-controlled/provided text
at GLEs 4/5 and 7 from websites “Teachology” and

independence “Enchanted Learning”

democracy

veto

e Materials to create visual aids--glue, poster board,
newsprint, folders...

Week One Sequence

Day 1

Warm-up:

Students will produce one free-write paragraph describing the “Constitution” from their
countries. If no “Constitution” exists, they will write how that effects their civilization
and culture. Academic focus is primarily beginning and ending punctuation and
secondarily development and organization.

Essential Competencies | and /Il

Day 1-2

Activity #1:

e Student will work in groups using leveled material (taken from websites appropriate
for GLE 4-7) to do a “cold” reading on the Bill of Rights using popcorn reading
method.

o Students will fill out a self-evaluation on all strategies used to read the text
provided and rate proficiency on a scale of 1-5

Competencies | and Il; STAR comprehension strategies

Day 2

- Activity #2:

e Student will engage in echo reading with the teacher, choosing the most difficult
Amendment and allowing the teacher to read it at a normal rate of speed while the
group repeats after the teacher.

STAR fluency instruction

Day 2-3

Activity #3:

e Students will learn the correct syllabic breakdown and phonetic pronunciation of
each new vocabulary word.

e Once words are accurately pronounced, students will learn the explicit meaning of
the 5 words and practice using them in original questions about the Bill of Rights.

STAR alphabetics and vocabulary instruction

Day 3

Activity #4:

e Students will read their written paragraph and share information with a partner.
e Partners will report information acquired from their partners to the class.

e Students will pose questions can be posed and fielded.

Competencies Il and Il

Baseline Skills: 5, 9, 10, 12 CCRS: R1, 2; W2; S/L4, 6
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UNIT: THE U.S. CONSTITUTION AND BILL OF RIGHTS
WEEK TWO

Learning Objectives: Students will be able to...

read at least 3 of the 10 amendments with acceptable accuracy, rate, and prosody
summarize three amendmenis in own words
identify at least one pro/con issue of each amendment

Week Two Sequence

Warm-up
Students will reread level-appropriate texts of amendments and succeed in reading

Day 1 at least three with acceptable rate, accuracy, and prosody.
Activity #1:

e Teacher explains how Good Readers are able to discover topics, main ideas,
and key details to fully understand a text. The class will use a graphic organizer
to build this set of skills

e Teacher models her use of a T-chart to note topics and main ideas of 2-3

Day 1 paragraphs of a low-level text.

e Students work in groups for guided practice to identify the topics and main
ideas of 3 of the 10 amendments using the T chart in preparation for the
development of a summary of each.

Competency I; STAR comprehension sitrategies
Activity #2:

e Teacher explains that notes on T-chart can be used to construct paraphrases
and summaries, which college students and professionals use continually to
share information and ideas.

Teacher models her writing of a single summary from T-chart notes.

Day 1-2 e Students work together in their groups for guided practice to write draft
summaries of at least one of the amendments they worked on earlier.

¢ One member of each group shares the group's summary orally and checks for
understanding and fields questions.

Competencies [ through V
Activity #3:

o Teacher explains that authors always write for a purpose. To inform, persuade,
set policies..and this is true of the Constitution and Amendments.

e Teacher models the reasons for the 14™ Amendment--slaves, freed after the
Civil War, were not been free to vote under the original Constitution...

Day 2 e Students work in pairs to brainstorm answers to draw conclusions and make
inferences on what they think prompted the creation of each Amendment and
keep written notes of their discussion.

Competencies |, /I, IV, V/

Activity #4:
Day 2.3 e Ask any student to construct a yes/no/why question using the new unit

vocabulary words--e.g., "Does the First Amendment protect the independence of
newspapers?" Students answer yes/no and explain why.

STAR vocabulary instruction
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Activity #5:
e Students work in groups to brainstorm ways that their three Amendments have
affected their lives personally.

Day 8 o Continuing, discuss what they think would be the consequences of not having
each one in place.
e Keep notes for sharing with whole class.
Competencies /|, Il, IV, V
Assessment:
¢ Multiple-choice or T/F quiz based on main intent of each amendment.
Day 3 e Cloze worksheet using the five newly acquired vocabulary words.

e Students will write a sentence for each of the five vocab words making reference
to the amendments.

Baseline Skills: 2,3,5,6,8,9,10 CCRS: R1, 2, 3, 7: W2, 4; S/L1, 4, 6.
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UNIT: THE U.S. CONSTITUTION AND BILL OF RIGHTS
WEEK THREE

Learning Objectives: Students will be able to..

write a brief summary of three Amendments with 80% factual and grammatical accuracy,
particularly focusing on capitalization of proper nouns and use of commas and periods.
accurately present information in a short presentation; more advanced students add one
area of agreement or disagreement that they or others hold re a specific Amendment

Week Three Sequence

Warm-up:
e In preparation for their presentations, students will begin research on the computer
when each of the Amendments was ratified, collecting important dates and

Day 1 developments. _

e They will search for images that pertain to their amendment and print them out.

Activity #1:

e Students work across groups to orally summarize each of their three Amendments in
sequential order and allow students from other groups to ask for questions of

Day 1-2 clarification.

e Students will a sketch timelines using a model and template.

Based on questions and needed clarification, students will take notes to guide
improvements in their summaries.

Competencies |-V

Activity #2:

e Students will return to their original groups and prepare for a 5-7 minute presentation
for the class. They will write out summaries on poster board or newsprint, include at
least one visual aid--e.g., a timeline with important

Dav 2 dates, pictures, illustrations--and create notes to share an illustration of how that
y . o ;
Amendment has impacted one of their lives or could impact.

e Group members will determine how to divide up work into their separate
presentations.

e (Following presentations, students will produce final draft summaries with attention to
conventions of written English, with focus on spelling, ending punctuation,
capitalization of proper nouns, and beginning use of commas.)

Competencies I-V/

Activity #3:

e Each student will conduct a 5-7 minute presentation of their Amendments with use of
the summaries, visual aids, and noted impacts.

e They will use timelines and/or other visual aids to convey important basic information
such as dates. Visual aids could include list of pros and cons regarding important

Day 3 issues, timelines, and any appropriate pictures and illustrations that pertain to their

amendments.

¢ They will refer to notes but not read directly from them.

e Following the presentation, all group members will take Qs and As for 5 minutes.
Other students will listen and take notes on presentations for discussion during wrap
up

Competencies ALL
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Assessment: Group composite scores based on presentation rubric.

Unit Wrap-up:

Collect feedback on what went well with this unit and what could be done better in the
future. Ask for one student volunteer to take notes and type them up for all class
members.

Baseline Skills: 1, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 16 CCRS: R1, 2, 3, 7; W2, 4-9, S/L1-6




APPENDIX B

MATERIALS ASSOCIATED WITH A 9-12 GLE RESEARCH PAPER PROJECT

These materials were provided by the Charlestown Adult Learning Center in
Charlestown (Boston), Massachusetts. In pre-ASE classes, students engage in Tier One
tasks, as illustrated by the lesson plan unit provided in Appendix B. Staff decided to
have all ABE classes focus on a particular theme, in this case the US Constitution and Its
Amendments.

Staff planned the Tier Two project, in this case an argumentative research paper dealing
with the Constitutional Amendments, with student input. Roughly, these were the
agreed-upon stages for the project.

= collect relevant vocabulary that is likely to be unfamiliar to students

= determine students' prior knowledge (KWL chart)

= develop lists of steps and expectations where needed

= egstablish essay-writing guidelines for the project

= engage in practice activities where needed

= form working groups

® practice essay-writing using familiar content

»  design checklists so that no required elements are missed

= practice using graphic organizers, creating in-text and bibliographic citations

= secure technical support for word-processing, slide presentation, etc.

® establish check-in points to make sure that work is on track

s develop or secure rubrics for evaluating group presentations

= collect student feedback about "lessons learned" that could positively impact
current or future projects

The Charlestown Staff invite questions and comments:

BHA/Charlestown Adult Education

76 Monument 5t.

Charlestown, MA 02129

617-635-5221

Lori D’Alleva or Kim Kerrigan c¢/o cccae@comcast.net



Vocabulawy for the Bl of Righty

Project

Directions: Research the following terms and define them in your own
words. Provide a personal description of how they’ve affected your life.
Be prepared to share your interpretation of the terms below.

Constitution
Amendment
Poll tax
Prohibition

Suffragette



Articles of Confederation

Declaration of Independence

Bill of Rights

Checks and balances

Branches of government

Habeas Corpus

petition



Name: Date: Period:

KWL
Topic:
K W L
{(What 1 know) (What I want to know) (What I have learned)
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Charlestown Adult Education Project-Based Research
The US Constitution and Its Amendments

e Each group must present detailed information about its chosen amendments during the week of
January 27 through 31. (Specific date and time for each group’s presentation will be assigned
later.)

e Each member of your group must participate in the group’s oral presentation.

e Each presentation must be at least 15 minutes in length and no longer than 30 minutes in
length.

e All groups must provide the source material for information acquired from specific historians,
books, Internet sources, and artwork.
o You must provide specific information your sources, including authors’ names, copyright
dates of books, and pubilishers of your information.

e Itisimperative that you and your fellow group members paraphrase any information that you
acquire from various sources, including books, films, documentaries, maps, and Internet
sources.

o Rememober, it is an act of plagiarism to use someone else’s work and not give credit to
that person for his or her contributions.

e Each group must incorporate at ieast one visual aid (PowerPoint presentations, drawings,
photographs, maps, diagrams, models, and so forth) in its presentation. The visual aid must be
large enough to be seen by all students in the class, neatly designed, colorful, visually appealing,
and relevant to the content of your presentation.

o If you and your group wish to have a PowerPoint presentation to illustrate your
information about your particular amendment, you will have the opportunity to create
such a presentation with the help of an experienced and professional PowerPoint
presentation designer. However, you must notify your instructor of your intention to
have a PowerPoint presentation so he can arrange a date for you to meet with our
volunteer designer.

o Keep in mind that any visual aid exists to support and reinforce your message—not to
replace the presenter. Remember, you are your own best visual aidl

* Each group is expected to provide class members with a summary sheet of the major points the
group will cover in its description of a particular amendment.
o This sheet must be neatly typewritten and well organized.
o Distribute this sheet only at the conclusion of your presentation—do not hand this sheet
out to students during your presentation. Doing so only distracts your classmates from
listening to you.

e Keep your presentations simple, organized, interesting—and free of complex concepts, details,
and statistics.

o Round all numbers and percentages

o Use language that your classmates will understand

o Provide a list of vocabulary words with accompanying definitions for any terms that
might be unfamiliar to your classmates

o Employ examples, analogies, and anecdotes that CLEARLY illustrate the point or concept
you are trying to convey to your audience

Created by Kim Kerrigan Copyright © 2014 Page 1 of 2



NAME:

Guidelines for an Essay Based on
Your Chosen Amendment to the
United States Constitution

You must write a five-paragraph essay (at least) related to your particular amendment. Whether
you are working alone or in a group, you are expected to write your own essay about your
chosen amendment. By writing this essay, you will increase both your essay writing skills and
knowledge of US history. Don't forget to list the sources of any information you have taken from
another person, book, website, and so forth. Keep the following questions in mind as you plan
the outline and content of your essay. Your essay must be typed and double-spaced on white

paper.

Consider these questions and cite evidence from texts when writing an essay about your
particular amendment:

What information is contained in this amendment?
When was this amendment passed by Congress and ratified by the states?
Who supported and who opposed having this amendment passed by Congress and
ratified by the states?
o Take notes about the arguments raised by both sides.

o Cite sources you quote from or paraphrase.

In what way(s) does this amendment to the US Constitution benefit US citizens? Give
your reasons or cite evidence from others.

In what way(s) does this amendment to the US Constitution create problems for US
citizens? Give your reasons or cite evidence from others.

What do you like about this amendment? Give reasons for your opinion.
What do you dislike about this amendment? Give reasons for your opinion.

Would you change anything in this amendment and, if so, why?

Optional:

What are some clear and practical examples of the effect(s) this amendment has on
different groups of people within the United States? Be as specific as possible in giving
these examples.

What have you learned about the United States government and the US Constitution as
a result of your research dealing with this amendment and the information related to it?



Charlestown Adult Education
Project-Based Research
The US Constitution and Amendments
(including the Bill of Rights)

Group 1: Fourth Amendment
Mellisa L

Charles R

Astrid T

James H

John H

Group 2: First Amendment
e Renalda E
e LizetteV
e MonicaV

Group 3: Thirteenth Amendment
e (CarmineP
e AldwinP
e AmaliaE
e (CarwineP

Group 4:
e GeraldineC
e JohnnyR
Lindsay C
* Jouseph M

Group 5:
e AudreyK
e lewisM
e JohnathanR



Guidelines for Research-Based Projects

1 Team members, in order to remain in good standing
with their team, must not be more than 15 minutes
late for any class.

a. If team members expect to arrive after the
class begins, they must call a team member
to notify the person about their lateness—
with a reason why they will be late.

2 Team members who are absent (with or without an
excuse from CAEP) two or more times must work
alone in completing research and materials for a
particular presentation.

3. Team members, when absent, are responsible for
contacting others on their team about the team’s
progress, specific information still needed to
complete the project, and activities that took place
in class while they were absent.

4. Team members who have completed their
research, information related to a specific area of
study, visual aid, and so forth are expected to give
assistance and support needed by other team
members.

5, Team members are expected to remain
enthusiastic, cooperative, helpful, and respectful
throughout a project from preparation to
presentation.

Created by Kim Kerrigan from comments by GED students Wednesday, February 5, 2014



Review this checklist as you and your group completes your project on a particular amendment. By paying
attention to all the points in this list, your project will be thorough, interesting, and successfull

We have:

O Detailed research about our Amendment
0 Paraphrased all researched information
0O Cited all of our sources of research (author’s name, copyright date, name of publisher, website, and so
forth)
We have:
O At least one drawing, PowerPoint presentation, map, photo, diagram, and so forth
O Made our visual aid(s)appealing, relevant, and colorful
t
We have:
0 Developed a summary sheet of all major peints that will be covered in our presentation
O Atyped and well-organized summary sheet
O Enough copies of our summary sheet to give to class members at the end of our presentation
We have:
O Written out our major ideas with bullet points on note cards to help us when we deliver our presentation
D Planned time for everyone on our team to speak during our presentation
DO Made certain that our presentation will be at least 15 minutes in length and no longer than 30 minutes in
length
O Created a list of important and unfamiliar vocabulary words (with definitions) to share with classmates
O Rounded all numbers and percentages used in our presentation
0 Clear examples and analogies to explain unfamiliar concepts covered in our presentation
0 Become very familiar with information about our Amendment so we can “talk” to our classmates about it
during our-and not just “read” the information listed on our note cards
0O The confidence to present informatlon about our Amendment in a lively, energetic, and interesting way

Created by Kim Kerrigan copyright 2013 Page 1of 2



Follow-up Check List for Groups Involved in
Project-Based Research About the US
Constitution and Bill of Rights

Directions: Please complete the following questions with the members of your
group who worked with you in researching and preparing a presentation about
one of the 27 Amendments to the US Constitution. Please be as specific, clear,

and neat as possible in completing this questionnaire.

1. Which Amendment was the focus of your research and study?

2. What were the challenges in working as a group on this project? Name the
specific areas that caused problems for you as a team.

3. What were the benefits of working as a team on your particular
Amendment? Name the specific reasons that helped you work well as a
team.

Created by Kim Kerrigan for the Charlestown Adult Education Program
Page 1 of 2



4. What would you do differently as a team if you were working on another
similar presentation?

5. What are the skills you learned or developed as a result of working on this
team project? (Skills could include organizing, interpreting, analyzing,

developing, listening, writing, and so forth.)

6. In what way (or ways) has your team developed skills that have better

prepared you for further study in college or for participation in the
workplace? Please separate the skills that you have developed for college

study and for the workplace.

For College For the Workplace

Created by Kim Kerrigan for the Chartestown Adult Education Program 10
Page 2 of 2



Charlestown Adult Education Project-Based Research
The US Constitution and Its Amendments

Evaluation Form for Group Presentations

GROUP: ___Amendment

All group members participated in the oral presentation Yes No

Group presentation adhered to time guidelines Yes No

Each member of the group noted the source of his or her presentation Yes No

material

Group incorporated a visual aid Yes No

Visual Aid was:

Easily seen by all students in the class Yes No
Neatly designed Yes No
Visually Appealing Yes No
Clearly relevant to group presentation (without replacing Yes No
any presenter and his or her message)

Group provided class members with a typed and well-organized summary |Yes No

sheet of the major points covered in its presentation

Created by Kim Kerrigan Copyright © 2014 Page 1of 2
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Group presentation, overall, was

Easy to understand Yes No
Organized in structure Yes No
Interesting to observe Yes No
Instructor’s overall impression
QOutstanding Yes No
Solid Yes No
Needs some improvement Yes No
Needs much improvement Yes No
Created by Kim Kerrigan Copyright © 2014 Page 2 of 2
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Commonwealth Museum, Dorchester - MA | Roadtrippers Page 2 of 4

Fre b

| vote down || voteup |

{ v |

Commonwealth Museum - The Commonwealth Museum uses state of the art technology to trace the
development of rights in Massachusetts from the 1600s until today. Climate controlled cases display the
Declaration of Independence and Bill of Rights, “John Adams” Massachusetts Constitution of 1780, and unique
royal charters. The copper plate used by Paul Revere to engrave his image of the Boston Massacre is a featured
piece. Interactive exhibits, personal stories, and a high tech theater bring history alive. Cambridge Seven
Associates, designers of the New England Patriots museum and Boston’s Liberty Hotel, created the exhibit.

Comments c ealth M
220 William T Morrissey Blvd
Dorchester, MA 02125 US
Comments
617727268
; Visit Website
« Local History St
ey « Museums
£ :
\_/ « Family
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Writing skills

Journal writing/ free writing

Learn traits of effective writing

Learn the components of writing a good paragraph

Developing a topic sentence that explains what your paragraph/ essay will be
about and a conclusion that sums up the essay and restates the topic sentence

Learn about the different genres of éssay writing as well as their formats and
structures:

Persuasive essays- an essay style in which you give your opinion on a topic and
use language that is designed to convince or persuade people to agree with you

Expository essays- an essay that provides information about a topic

Descriptive essays- an essay style designed to describe something through vivid
imagery and use of adjectives and nouns that bring the story to life.

Narrative essays- an essay style that can be fiction or non-fiction and is designed
to tell a story.

Compare and contrast- an essay style designed to tell how two things are the
same and how they are different.

Responding to literature- writing designed to give your opinion about a story or

to summarize it.

Response to the prompt- learning to read a prompt thoroughly while carefully
deciphering all questions being asked and putting this into essay format. Skills .
that are necessary and vital when preparing to take the GED test.

14



Worksheet for a Five-Paragraph Essay

THE INTRODUCTION: THESIS STATEMENT: A single sentence explains the purpose and approach of the essay.

POINT 1:
POINT 2:

POINT 3:

THE FIRST MAIN POINT: TOPIC SENTENCE: This paragraph addresses the first point listed in the thesis statement.

POINT 1: | SUPPORT 1:
POINT 2 | SUPPORT 2:
POINT 3: | SUPPORT 3:

_________________________________________________________________ S —
POINT 1: ! SUPPORT 1:
POINT 2 ! SUPPORT 2:
POINT 3: | SUPPORT 3:

POINT 1 ! SUPPORT 1:
POINT 2: ’ | SUPPORT 2:
POINT 3: | SUPPORT 3:

THE CONCLUSION: The final paragraph summarizes the essay, often using wording similar to the introduction.

POINT 1:

POINT 2:

CONCLUDING STATEMENT:

Provided by the Regent Unjversity Writing Center as one approach for writing a five-paragraph essay.

L5



Five Paragraph Format Essay Practice

Free write a five paragraph essay using one or more of the prompts.

Prompt #1

Do you believe in love at first site? Tell why or why not. Give
personal experiences if applicable.

Prompt #2

How would your friends describe you as a person? Choose three
descriptive words and explain in separate paragraphs, why you
chose these adjectives.

Prompt #3

What are three things you would like to achieve? Be sure to include
why you chose these and how it would impact your life if you were
to achieve them.

Prompt #4

Describe three ways in which coming to an adult education program
has changed your life. Remember to include the kind of changes it
has made for you personally as well as those in your life.

1.6



Practice Essay Questions for Bill of Rights

1. Technology has changed the degree in which an individual’s
personal information can be obtained. Where would you draw
the line between the privacy afforded to individuals vs. the
government's right to know? Cite references to the Constitution
and or specific Constitutional Amendments and what you believe
the Founding Fathers intended.

2. How does the Amendment you are learning about affect our daily
lives? Consider how our lives would be different if your

Amendment wasn’t passed.

3. As you are researching your Amendments, what did you learn?
Cite the sources for each new thing you learned.

17



Name Date

Venn Diagram

Write details that tell how the subjects are different in the outer circles. Write details that tell
how the subjects are alike where the circles overlap.

Subject:

Subject:

Copyright ® Houghton Miffin Company. All rights reserved.
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Name Date

Five W's Chart
Fill in each row with details that answer the question. Keep notes of your sources.

What happened?

Who was there?

Why did it happen?

When did it happen?

Where did it happen?

Copyright © Houghton Mifflin Company. All Rights Reserved.
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Persuasive Essay Practice

Parts of a persuasive essay:

1. Your topic sentence and first paragraph, which is called the introductory
paragraph, should state your side of the debate and your opinions of the
topic.

2. Each paragraph to follow should represent one idea from your introductory
paragraph. Three ideas or opinions will result in three separate paragraphs;
these are called the body of the essay. You should present evidence from
your research that supports your opinions or ideas.

3. Either your first or last paragraph should voice your strongest ideas or
opinions.

4. The last paragraph, which is called the conclusion, should restate your
strongest opinion in a slightly different way. You might want to restate
your strongest evidence here as well in a slightly different way.

Practice topics to choose from:

e Cigarette smoking should be banned in all public places.

e Children under 16 should have a 10:00 PM curfew.

e Everybody should be allowed to own a handgun.

e All schools including public schools should have a ten-minute period each
day for prayer.

e The death penalty should be legalized in all states for severe crimes.

e Athletes who are caught taking steroids should not be allowed to continue
to play and Hall of Famers should have their status taken away.

® President Obama should pull the troops out of Iraq as soon as possible.



"Rules:

Compare and Contrast essay writing

Format 1

1. Introductory paragraph introduces the two things that you will conipare and contrast. This
must be at least two sentences long. :

2. Paragraph two introduces the first topic and gives a description and example of it.

3. Paragraph three introduces the second topic and gives a description and examples of it.

4. The next paragraph mentions the comparisons and contrast between both.

5 The last paragraph is your conclusion the restates the introduction. .

Rules: Format 2

1

Introductory paragraph is a short summary of what you will compare and contrast.

2. Paragraph 2 compares the two topics.

3.

“Paragraph 3 contrasts the two topics.

4. The conclusion is a summary similar to the introductory.

Topics to choose from: ( you may choose your own topic)

Your fife in America and your life in you country

1
2. "Being married and being single
3. Winter and summeér

4,
5
6
7

Your educational experience as a child and your educational experience as an adult.

- Watching a movie at home on your t.v. and watching a movie at the theater.
. Pop/rock music and rap music : T

Reading a fiction novel or reading a non-fiction book

" gl



